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mighty   quick,   yes?"    Then   they   salaamed  and
padded off.
Bearer said they had walked all the way down
from Nepal. They looked a couple of villains, but
they had a way with them; E/s appearance was
certainly opportune. The fortune-tellers had been so
sure of themselves, I had been so puzzled and
mystified and so uncertain what I wanted to do; and
bearer is so tiny that I feel that they might have been
with us for a long time, if E. had not come
down, for some paper or other, just when he did.
After lunch E. noticed that my little gilt and
tortoise-shell travelling clock had disappeared from
my desk in the drawing-room. It had been there
this morning, I knew, for I had wound it up and
put it right just before the fortune-tellers had
arrived.
"When E. got back to College he telephoned
to the police, and in a quarter of an hour a sub-
inspector was salaaming on the drawing-room
verandah.
He was a stout and competent Hindu, young,
brisk and business-like, behaving somehow more
like a Moslem, perhaps because he must be so
surrounded by Moslems in the police. His khaki
drill-jacket and shorts were clean and tidy, and his
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